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Introduction

Hi there! I’m Nikki!
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01
Why Digital Literacy Matters





Continuing Professional Development:
Digital Literacy for Educators and Students



Redefining 21st Century Literacies

Question:

How is the experience different for 

students when we give them a hard-copy 

of a text versus a digital version?



Redefining 21st Century Literacies
A Core Life Skill Alongside Reading and Writing

UNESCO now lists digital literacy as a 

fundamental skill. For language learners, it 

unlocks authentic input, global voices, and 

civic participation . 

Teachers who embed it prepare students 

for study, work, and social life in any 

country.



Global Policies Pushing CIL Integration

Computer & Information Literacy (CIL) is Now a Mandate

The ICILS 2023 study reveals that 22 nations 

now mandate CIL across eight or more subjects. 

This global trend means ministries of education 

expect language teachers to integrate digital 

skills, regardless of the target language.

22
Nations

8+
Subjects



From Tool User to Critical Creator

FROM

Teaching Button Clicks

Focus on technical skills in isolation.

TO

Cultivating Critical Creators

Evaluate sources, remix media, publish safely.

This shift aligns language learning with 

civic reasoning, employability, and intercultural competence .



02
Frameworks & Planning



Map Skills with TESOL Tech Standards

Use the 2025 Matrix to Ensure Purposeful Tech Integration

Language 

Proficiency
Digital Operations Digital Citizenship

Creative 

Production
Data Literacy

Plot your existing lessons to identify gaps and ensure every tech choice serves a language outcome .



Literacies 

Zero Literacy

• All the original literacies

• Office suite

• Google suite

• Email and messaging 

Digital Literacy 

• Search, information, tagging

• Critical 

• Mobile

• AI





Backwards Design for Digital Tasks

1. Can-Do Statements
Start with the goal.

2. Real-Life Action
Choose the authentic task.

3. Select Tools
Tech follows pedagogy.

Example: B1 students compare holiday deals → Create a comparison Padlet with screenshots, prices, and modal verbs.
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High-Impact Tools & Activities





Integrate a Language Aim and a Digital Literacy Aim

Language aim: present perfect

Digital literacy aim: misinformation



Flashcards 3.0: Retrieval & 
Games

Digital flashcards (Quizlet, Anki) use spaced-repetition 

algorithms, audio, and images for more effective 

memorization.

Students co-create decks, fostering 

collaboration.

Play live games to force output and increase 

engagement.

Track accuracy to target specific vocabulary 

gaps.



Collaborative Boards: 
Padlet & Co

Tools like Padlet, Miro, and even Zoom other options allow 

for real-time, multimodal collaboration. Students can post 

text, GIFs, voice notes, and selfie videos.

Use them for KWL charts, vocabulary walls, or peer 

feedback. Boards can be exported as PDFs for revision 

portfolios .



Live Polling for Formative 
Checks

Poll Everywhere or Mentimeter provide instant 

comprehension data without putting shy learners on the 

spot.

Use word clouds for brainstorming 

collocations.

Use Likert scales to check confidence 

levels.

Display anonymized results to spark class 

reflection.
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Inclusive Engagement Strategies



Differentiate Access & Readiness

Survey students' devices, bandwidth, and cultural norms.

Design with alternatives of no-tech, low-tech, and high-tech

 Offer low-bandwidth materials like downloadable audio to 

ensure equitable access.

Build choice boards so learners can pick text, voice, or video 

responses based on their context.



Offer Multiple Participation Channels

Type in Chat Private Messages Record Voice Use Cameras

Pro Tip: Try the Waterfall Chat method. Everyone types an answer but waits for a signal to press Enter simultaneously, 

reducing anxiety and copying.



Literacy Stations

Run timed micro-stations to cycle through modalities and 

maintain a high pace.

Sentence-building tiles

Audio listening corners

Teacher-led feedback sessions

Use a visible timer to switch resources efficiently.
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Next Steps & Takeaways



Commit to Critical Digital Citizenship

Equip learners to navigate the digital world responsibly.

Who created this?
Teach media literacy and source 

evaluation.

Which voices are missing?
Encourage critical thinking about 

representation.

How can I use responsibly?

Discuss copyright, plagiarism, and remix 

culture.



Resources

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/training/courses/digital-
competences-teaching-english

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-
development/teachers/using-digital-technologies
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THANK YOU

n.m.overcash@gmail.com
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