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%ﬁ Why Digital Literacy Matters







Continuing Professional Development:
Digital Literacy for Educators and Students
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Using 21st century skills / core skills

Developing my own awareness of and proficiency in:
Learning skills
= critical thinking and problem-solving
+ communication
+ collaboration and interpersonal skills
»  creativity and innovation
« learning to learn and metacognition.

Life skills

+  active citizenship around social, political, environmental or economic issues and
responsibilities

* cultural awareness

+ intercultural competence

= developing and building on student agency, autonomy and leadership
« developing life-long learning skills to support employability.

Literacy skills
« digital literacy and critical digital literacy (including information literacy)
+ emotional literacy (e.g. self-awareness, maintaining well-being, resilience and motivation)

» media literacy (e.g. receiving information, understanding and summarising it and then
communicating it to others).

Selecting appropriate methodologies, activities and resources for introducing, developing and
evaluating my learners’ skills in these areas.

Demonstrating the value and importance of 21st century skills / core skills for my learners (e.g.
modelling my own development of literacy skills as part of my life-long learning).

Reflecting on my strengths and weaknesses in relation to my own proficiency in 21st century skills /
core skills and my ability to develop my learners’ proficiency in these areas.

Digital pedagogies

Developing my awareness of the growing range of (critical) digital pedagogies available and
considering these for my context (e.g. mobile learning, hybrid and blended learning and flipped
learning).

Critically evaluating the reliability of digital sources, potential effectiveness and appropriacy of
digital content, for achieving desired learning cutcomes, for providing feedback and for
assessment.

Developing effective strategies for locating digital content within a safe environment.

Following guidelines for e-safety, data protection and ethical approaches to digital technologies.

Setting up activities and tasks that support learning by exploiting appropriate digital content, tools
and platforms.

Working with my learners to develop their skills in using technology safely for analysing sources
and evaluating algorithmic biases.

Promoting autonomous learning and learner agency by exploiting digital content and technologies
inside and outside the formal learning environment.

Promoting collaborative and participatory learning by exploiting online communities, tools and
platforms.

Digital technologies

Developing a critical understanding of the increasing range of technologies that can be used to
support teaching and learning (e.g. generative artificial intelligence, augmented reality, virtual
reality, apps, laptops, tablets, mobile phones and interactive whiteboards).

Evaluating the effectiveness of digital tools and platforms.

Developing strategies for locating suitable digital tools and platforms.

Using technology (e.g. generative Al, adaptive learning tools and assistive technologies) in the
production of teaching and learning materials.

S

Developing my own and my students’ critical digital literacy (e.g. create, manage and communicate
information, e-safety and identifying misinformation).

Developing effective strategies for resolving potential technical issues.

Reflecting on my ability to use digital pedagogies and digital technologies effectively in my context.
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Redefining 21st Century Literacies
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Question:

How is the experience different for
students when we give them a hard-copy

of a text versus a digital version?
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Mastering the Three Rs of an
Old-Fashioned Education

Redefining 21st Century Literacies

A Core Life Skill Alongside Reading and Writing

UNESCO now lists digital literacy as a

R fundamental skill. For language learners, it

Digital Literacies . . 0
Mk egtum,Nicky Hockly unlocks authentic input, global voices, and

and Gavin Dudeney
Second Edition

civic participation .

Teachers who embed it prepare students
for study, work, and social life in any

country.



Global Policies Pushing CIL Integration

Computer & Information Literacy (CIL) is Now a Mandate

The ICILS 2023 study reveals that 22 nations

now mandate CIL across eight or more subjects. 22 8
This global trend means ministries of education Nations ST
expect language teachers to integrate digital

skills, regardless of the target language.



From Tool User to Critical Creator

FROM TO
Teaching Button Clicks Cultivating Critical Creators
Focus on technical skills in isolation. Evaluate sources, remix media, publish safely.

This shift aligns language learning with
civic reasoning, employability, and intercultural competence .
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Map Skills with TESOL Tech Standards

Use the 2025 Matrix to Ensure Purposeful Tech Integration

Language Creative

Digital O [ Digital Citizenshi
Proficiency 'gital Operations & e & Production

Data Literacy

Plot your existing lessons to identify gaps and ensure every tech choice serves a language outcome .
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Click on the element that you feel most confident integrating into your current teaching
practice?
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Start the presentation to see live content. For screen share software, share the entire screen. Get help at pollev.com/app



Backwards Design for Digital Tasks

=
)
1. Can-Do Statements 2. Real-Life Action 3. Select Tools
Start with the goal. Choose the authentic task. Tech follows pedagogy.

Example: B1 students compare holiday deals = Create a comparison Padlet with screenshots, prices, and modal verbs.
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Motto:
Little and Often



Integrate a Language Aim and a Digital Literacy Aim

Language aim: present perfect
Digital literacy aim: misinformation
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Help Save The

1IC NORTH
SREE ucm‘r‘:’us

THE PAGIFIG NORTHWEST TREE OGTDP 5

The Pacific Northwest tree octopus (Octopus paxarbolis) |'#%>
can be found in the temperate rainforests of the
Olympic Peninsula on the west coast of North America. =
Their habitat lies on the Eastern side of the Olympic %%
mountain range, adjacent to Hood Canal. These solitary ﬁ
N cephalopods reach an average size (measured from arm- ""%
CEPHALONEWS tip to mantle-tip) of 30-33 cm. Unlike most other ¥ %
) cephalopods, tree octopuses are amphibious, spending '
g’;z;li;;;{sa::;'res T vhe only their early life and the period of their mating season
Researchers present the in their ancestral aquatic environment. Because of the
largest cephalopod genome moistness of the rainforests and specialized skin ¥
sequenced to date. Their adaptations, they are able to keep from becoming
xi’;isfssqh&g thit the desiccated for prolonged periods of time, but given the
(Vampyroteuthis infernalis) chance they would prefer resting in pooled water.
has retained parts of an {
ancient, squid-like An intelligent and inquisitive being (it has the largest brain-

chromosomal architecture, to body ratio for any mollusk), the tree octopus explores
thus revealing that modern




Flashcards 3.0: Retrieval &
Games

Digital flashcards (Quizlet, Anki) use spaced-repetition
algorithms, audio, and images for more effective

memorization.

Students co-create decks, fostering
collaboration.

Play live games to force output and increase
engagement.

Track accuracy to target specific vocabulary
gaps.



Collaborative Boards:
Padlet & Co

Tools like Padlet, Miro, and even Zoom other options allow
for real-time, multimodal collaboration. Students can post

text, GIFs, voice notes, and selfie videos.

Use them for KWL charts, vocabulary walls, or peer
feedback. Boards can be exported as PDFs for revision

portfolios .
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Live Polling for Formative
Checks

Poll Everywhere or Mentimeter provide instant
comprehension data without putting shy learners on the

spot.
Use word clouds for brainstorming

collocations.

Use Likert scales to check confidence
levels.

Display anonymized results to spark class
reflection.
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Differentiate Access & Readiness

Survey students' devices, bandwidth, and cultural norms.
Design with alternatives of no-tech, low-tech, and high-tech

Offer low-bandwidth materials like downloadable audio to
ensure equitable access.

Build choice boards so learners can pick text, voice, or video
responses based on their context.

COURRRERRELEULUUUUERYRAYRLIINT

Project Choice Board

Present a Ted Talk to inspire Make an animated movie to Build a model of a solution you
others to take action on this inform others about the issue designed that you believe could
action. and your solution. have a positive impact on the
issue.

‘jﬂrﬂj
9 %%

Create a poster that uses visuals Design an informative slideshow  Write a children's book to raise
(e.g. pictures, charts, graphs) to  to teach people about this issue awareness about an issue.
help others understand the and possible solutions.
problem and your solution.
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Offer Multiple Participation Channels

B N\ \J [

Type in Chat Private Messages Record Voice Use Cameras

Pro Tip: Try the Waterfall Chat method. Everyone types an answer but waits for a signal to press Enter simultaneously,

reducing anxiety and copying.




Literacy Stations

Run timed micro-stations to cycle through modalities and
maintain a high pace.

Sentence-building tiles

Audio listening corners

Teacher-led feedback sessions

Use a visible timer to switch resources efficiently.
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Commit to Critical Digital Citizenship

Equip learners to navigate the digital world responsibly.

(2 Q &

Who created this? Which voices are missing? H | ibly?
Teach media literacy and source Encourage critical thinking about el Tk Taslplolu=le g
evaluation. representation.

Discuss copyright, plagiarism, and remix
culture.



Resources

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/training/courses/digital-

competences-teaching-english

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/professional-
development/teachers/using-digital-technologies
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